A CYNIC S APOLOGY

polish, but they have a great influence over the
vulgar, and save some expense in police arrange-
ments. The man who upsets such a state of things,
incurs a heavy responsibility, and ought to be per-
fectly clear that his teaching will be better adapted
to the minds of his audience. If he is fool enough,
for. the sake of so doubtful a good, to run the risk
of being made into chops, we are of course bound,
as far as may be, to frustrate his excellent intention,
and to prevent him from obtaining the object of his
foolish wishes. So far as we can secure it by reason-
able precautions, his friends shall not boast that he
has been converted into meat, roast, boiled, or baked;
but if we unluckily fail, they must also thoroughly
understand that we hold him to be simply an idiot
whose folly has met with its natural, if not. its lawful
reward."

In some such tone, I imagine, we should greet
many martyrdoms nowadays: and I fully admit that
it is only within narrow bounds, only when acting
as a strictly subordinate check, that cynicism is de-
sirable or pardonable. Mustard is a good thing, but
we cannot dine off it; and there are, undoubtedly,
limits to the use of vitriol. When chivalry is sneered
away, there is a fearful loss to the people whose
powers of reverence are injured; only at present I
fear it is in equal danger of being stifled .by injudi-
cious praise, and lost from sight in a mass of Brum-
magem imitations. A little supply of cynicism should
be kept on hand to test the genuine nature of the
article. Let us only reflect, to use one obvious
illustration, how much good would be done if in
every church there came in at sermon-time the cynic
who is so often denounced in his absence; if he was